RULES OF THE “ANTONIA FERRIN MOREIRAS” ACEBALTIC AWARD FOR THE BEST
DOCTORAL THESIS IN ASTRONOMY

The Association of Spanish Scientists in the Baltic Countries (ACEBaltic), through its
Astronomy Commission, announces the first edition of the “Antonia Ferrin Moreiras”
ACEBaltic Award for the Best Doctoral Thesis in Astronomy and Astrophysics, with the aim
of recognizing research excellence and paying tribute to Dr. Antonia Ferrin Moreiras, the
first woman to obtain a PhD in Astronomy in Spain and a pioneer in the promotion of
astronomical knowledge.

The purpose of this award is to foster high-quality research in Astronomy and Astrophysics
and to inspire new generations of scientists in this field. The award is conceived with a
long-term perspective and potential expansion, opening future editions to other regions of
the world and counting on the collaboration of other associations of Spanish scientists
abroad belonging to the Network of Associations of Spanish Researchers and Scientists
Abroad (RAICEX) and the Spanish Astronomical Society (SEA).

1. Scope of the Call

The first edition (2025) is open within the geographical scope of the Baltic Countries.
Doctoral theses defended at universities in Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia between 1
January 2020 and 31 December 2025 are eligible.

2. Eligibility Requirements
Applicants must meet the following requirements:

e Candidates must have defended a doctoral thesis between 1 January 2020 and 31
December 2025, in the field of Astronomy or Astrophysics at a university in the
Baltic Countries (Lithuania, Latvia, or Estonia).

e The thesis must be written in English or in one of the official languages of the
country where it was defended and must be submitted together with a summary in
English.



Applications must be submitted by the author of the thesis.

3. Submission of Applications

Applications must be submitted by email to info@acebaltic.eu, including the following
documents:

Electronic copy of the doctoral thesis (PDF) or a link to the repository.
Diploma or official certificate of thesis defense.

Summary (maximum 2 pages).

Short curriculum vitae (maximum 2 pages).

List of publications related to the thesis.

Letter of recommendation from the supervisor/s.

The submission period will open on 11 February 2026 and will close on 30 March 2026.

4. Evaluation Committee

The jury shall be appointed by the Astronomy Commission of ACEBaltic and will be
composed of recognized researchers and representatives in the field of Astronomy
and Astrophysics, particularly from the Baltic region and from institutions connected
to the scientific and educational legacy of Antonia Ferrin Moreiras.

The composition of the jury will seek a balanced representation of expertise,
institutional diversity, and scientific excellence.

The jury may request additional reports from external experts when deemed
necessary.

Its decision shall be final and not subject to appeal.

The Astronomy Commission of ACEBaltic shall appoint a Chair and a Secretary of
the jury.

In order to avoid conflicts of interest, members of the jury shall not evaluate or vote
on theses they have supervised or co-supervised, nor on theses submitted by
candidates belonging to their own research group, department, or institution, nor on
theses authored by candidates with whom they have co-authored scientific
publications. Any potential conflict of interest must be declared in advance.




5. Award Endowment

e The award will initially consist of a monetary prize of €1,500 for the author of the
selected thesis, as well as a medal and/or diploma.

e The jury may also grant honorable mentions, with or without financial endowment,
with the support of additional sponsors.

6. Award Ceremony

The award ceremony of the first “Antonia Ferrin Moreiras” ACEBaltic Award will take place
during an event in Vilnius (for the first edition, with geographical rotation in future editions).
ACEBaltic will cover the travel expenses for the winner of the award.

The event will include representatives of ACEBaltic, the jury, and collaborating institutions.

7. Acceptance of the Rules

Participation in this call implies full acceptance of these rules.
Any matter not expressly covered herein shall be resolved by the jury.

Organizers:
Association of Spanish Researchers in the Baltic Countries.

Sponsors / Collaborating Institutions (as of 11 of February):

Ramén Areces Foundation; Institute of Theoretical Physics and Astronomy, Faculty of
Physics, Vilnius University; Tartu Observatory, University of Tartu; Faculty of Mathematics,
University of Santiago de Compostela; Spanish Astronomical Society; International
Astronomical Union; Instituto de Astrofisica de Canarias (IAC).
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